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Article 28: 
Right to education   

Children have the right to education. 
Primary education should be free and 

compulsory. Secondary education should 
be accessible for every child. School 
discipline should avoid physical and 

mental violence or neglect.

Article 30: Children of minorities/
indigenous groups

Children of minorities or indigenous 
groups have the right to learn about and 
practice their own culture, language and 

religion.

Article 29: 
Goals of education 

Children’s education should develop 
each child’s personality, talents and 

abilities to the fullest. It should prepare 
children for active participation in a 

free society and help them learn to live 
peacefully, protect the environment and 

respect other people.

Article 31: 
Leisure, play and culture   

Children have the right to play and relax, 
and participate in cultural, artistic and 

other recreational activities.
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Article 32: 
Child labour    

Children have the right 
to be protected from work that is 

dangerous or might harm their health 
or education. The government 

should set minimum ages 
for employment and regulate working 

conditions

Article 34: 
Sexual exploitation 

Children have the right to be protected 
from all forms of sexual exploitation 

and abuse. The government should do 
everything possible to prevent this from 

happening.

Article 33: 
Drug abuse  

Children have the right 
to be protected from the use 

of harmful drugs, and from being 
used in the drug trade. 

The government should do everything 
possible to prevent this from happening.

Article 35: 
Abduction, sale and trafficking    

Children have the right to be 
protected from abduction, sale and 

trafficking. The government should do 
everything possible to prevent this from 

happening.
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Article 37: 
Detention and punishment   

Children who break the law have 
the right to legal assistance and not 

to be treated cruelly. They should 
not be put in prison with adults; 

they should be able to keep in contact 
with their families; and they should 
not be sentenced to death or life 

imprisonment.

Article 39: 
Rehabilitation of child victims

Children, who have been abused, 
exploited or neglected, have the right 

to receive special support to physically 
and psychologically recover and 

reintegrate into society. 

Article 38: 
War and armed conflicts 

Children under 18 should 
not be forced or recruited 

to take part in a war or join the armed 
forces. Children affected by armed 

conflict have the right to special 
protection and care.

Article 40: 
Juvenile justice   

Children who are accused of 
breaking the law have the right 
to legal help and fair treatment.  
Prison sentences for children 

should only be used for the most 
serious offences.
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